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Figure 1 Scheme of angiogenesis and vascular maturation.
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Figure 2 Structure of c-Met and intracellular signaling of HGF

(hepatocyte growth factor).
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The concept of therapeutic angiogenesis is that an overexpressed angiogenic gene in an ischemic lesion may induce
neovascularization and increase blood flow in order to improve care in ischemic diseases. We focused on the potential
effect of HGF (hepatocyte growth factor) as a novel angiogenic molecule, and identified the improvement of blood flow
and neovascularization by an HGF injection in a rat or rabbit ischemic model. Furthermore, we confirmed the safety and
efficiency of HGF gene therapy for twenty-two patients in a human clinical trial. (J Jpn Coll Angiol, 2011, 51: 457-460)

Online publication December 27, 2011
460 WRE % Vol. 51 No. 4



