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Both normal hemostasis and pathological thrombosis in arterial systems are initiated by the exposure of platelets to a

subendothelial matrix in the presence of high shear stress. Initially, there is a transient association between the platelets and

the matrix via von Willebrand factor and the glycoprotein Ib/IX complex. Subsequently, a very complex turns of events

leads to full platelet activation, which is essential for platelet thrombus formation. This review briefly introduces the key

events and molecules involved in the development of a platelet plug.
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