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Figure 1 Number of operations on the heart and thoracic aorta per hospital.
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Table 1 Revision of conditions for board certification

* Condition of Instructor (2004)

Number of operation:

* Criteria of training hospital (2005)

Main hospital:
Affiliated hospital:

50 cases — 100 cases

75 cases = 100 cases / year
1 case = 50 cases / year

* Conditions of board certification (2006)

Number of operation:
Number of assistance:
Total operative points:

20 cases = 50 cases
40 cases = 50 cases
200 points = 500 points

* Condition of renewal of certificate (2008)

Number of operation / instruction: 100 cases / 5 years

2500/
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[ Certified by transition
Renewed certification

1000 [ Certified by examination
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(72%) (679%) (70%) (709%) (669)
(success rate of examination)

Figure 2 Number of board certified surgeons.
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Figure 3 Relationship between hospital surgical volume and mortality of simple elective CABG.
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Figure 4 Relationship between hospital surgical volume and mortality of single valve replacement.
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Relationship between hospital surgical volume and rate of valve repair among mitral valve surgery.

Table 2 Relationship between hospital surgical volume and risk-adjusted mortality of surgeons

classified by surgical volume

Hospital Surgical Volume

Number of Operation 16-30 31-50 51- Total

of the Surgeon (%) (n) (%) (n) (%) (n) (%) (n)
-15 347 425 252 576 1.70 329 2.68 1330
16— 2.05 469 1.90 1069 146 1713 1.73 3251
Total 2.67 894 2.14 1645 1.50 2042

simple CABG, n=4581; JACVSD
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Present Status and Problems of Japanese Board of Cardiovascular Surgery

Haruo Makuuchi

Chief Secretary; Japanese Board of Cardiovascular Surgery
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integration of institution, work environment

With strong self-confidence to cope with high-risk operations, Japanese Board of Cardiovascular Surgery (JBCVS)

has been striving, for the past six years, to improve the quality of board-certified surgeons. It has raised, step by step, the

criteria for board certification, has commenced registration of trainees, and will reduce, with the intention of collecting,

training hospitals for cardiac and thoracic aortic surgery by excluding those with a lower surgical volume. The severe

working environment for cardiovascular surgeons in this country is another problem, and will surely be worsened by their

future decrease. Therefore, the improvement of this working environment is crucial in maintaining the quality of clinical

performance. Every effort should be made to free cardiovascular surgeons from postoperative care and troublesome desk

work, by introducing medical coordinator and physician’s assistant / nurse practitioner systems. Moreover, JBCVS intends

to require restriction on working time, payment for extra-working time, etc., at training hospitals. When these reformative

ideas are carried out successfully, the best and brightest young surgeons will surely be hopeful in trying to enter this field.
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