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Early Establishment of a New Investigational System
in Death Associated with Medical Practice
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A medical incident that occurred at Metropolitan Hiroo Hospital in 1999 made us realize that Article 21 of the
Medical Practitioners Law and the duty to report an unexpected death during medical practice to the police had a serious
impact on our medical service. We also understood that we had an unsatisfactory system by which to investigate unexpected
deaths associated with medical practice in Japan. To resolve this situation, the medical society requested the establishment
of an independent professional organization to determine the cause and prevention of the recurrence of fatal medical accidents.
To this end a model project was started in 2005; however, early establishment of the new investigational system was requested
following the occurrence of a case at Ono Hospital. The Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare proposed a third draft
plan for the new investigational system and legal general principles of the investigational commission for medical safety
in 2008. It is obvious that the new investigational system would not function without the active participation of the
medical society. The medical society has been requested to eliminate the distrust of medical practices through its own
professional activity. (J Jpn Coll Angiol, 2009, 49: 371-376)
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