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cT1NO (<4cm) gastric cancer

|Focused SN basin dissection|

Intra-operative diagnosis (Pathology and/or RT-PCR)

Negative SN Positive SN

l | Laparoscopicl l

Function preserving surgery Conventional D2
Wedge resection gastrectomy
Segmental resection

Pylorus preserving gastrectomy

Limited distal or proximal gastrectomy

Figurel Current approaches for early gastric cancer based
on SN navigation.
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For cTINO early gastric cancer, in which better prognosis generally has been achieved by conventional surgical ap-
proaches, an individualized minimally invasive surgery should be considered as the next surgical challenge. Although some
issues still need to be resolved, a combination of laparoscpic gastrectomy with sentinel node (SN) navigation surgery has
the potential to achieve this goal. Increasing the sensitivity of occult tumor cell detection in the SN using molecular-based
analysis should provide a more accurate understanding of the clinical significance of various patterns of micrometastatic
nodal disease. (JJpn Call Angial, 2008, 48: 415-418)
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