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4 Unknown

15 No

22 Yes

Effective response: 41/42 hospitals

Figure 10 The incidence of DVT in hospitalized patients in the past.
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Figure 200 The annual incidence of DVT.
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Figure 30 The number of annual operations and the incidence of DVT.

5 Unknown
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Effective response: 36/42 hospitals

Figure 40 The incidence of pulmonary embolism in hospitalized patients in the past.
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Figure 500 Preventive measures against VTE.
ES: elastic stockings, IPC: intermittent pneumatic compression, L/E: lower extremity

12 No or varied

g varts - 15 Yes

14 No

Effective response: 41/42 hospitals

Figure 601 Standardizations of preventive measures against VTE.
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Current Status of Venous Thromboembolism in Community Hospitals
in Aomori Prefecture

Ikuo Fukuda, Ikko Ichinoseki, Kozo Fukui, Yasuyuki Suzuki, Masahito Minakawa,
Satoshi Taniguchi, Norihiro Kondo, and Fuminori Wakayama

Department of Surgery, Hirosaki University School of Medicine, Aomori, Japan
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The current status of venous thromboembolism and its preventive measures investigated in 80 hospitals in Aomori
prefecture. Forty-two hospitals replied to questionnaires. Deep vein thrombosis occurred in 22 out of 37 hospitals (59%)
in the past. Annual occurrence of venous thromboembolism was 1 patient in 9 hospitals, 2to 5in 6 hospitals, 6 to 10in
1 hospital, and 21 or more in 2 hospitals. Pulmonary embolism occurred in 19 out of 36 hospitals (53%) in the past.
Principal preventive measures against venous thromboembolism were application of elastic stocking, intermittent
pneumatic compression and early ambulation. Anticoagulant therapy was not popular. Venous thromboembolism is not
uncommon even in community hospitals with alimited number of operations. Comprehensive measures and standard-
izations to prevent venous thromboembolism hold importance. Furthermore, collaborative management of pulmonary
thromboembolism among different clinical departments and/or among different hospitals plays a critical part in saving
critically ill patients with massive pulmonary thromboembolism. (J Jpn Coll Angiol, 2005, 45: 613-618)
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