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Figurel

A correlation with preexisting symptom and pathological
features of pulmonary thromboembolism.
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Figure2
A correlation with occurrence place and pathological features
of pulmonary thromboembolism.
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A Clinicopathological Study of Sudden Death by Acute M assive Pulmonary
Thromboembolism
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We investigated fifty-two autopsy cases of sudden death with acute massive pulmonary thromboembolism (PTE).
They were 24 men and 28 women, with mean age of 53.8+15.8 years. 40 of them had at |east one risk factor of throm-
bosis. Deep vein thrombosis was found in 47 cases.

34 of them (65.4%) had shown preexisting symptoms of PTE. The duration of the symptoms was within aday in 13
cases while the rest had suffered over a day prior to death. Sixteen cases had consulted a doctor, only 4 case had been
suspected of PTE. Theincidence of the preexisting symptoms was increasing as the range of the organized thrombi was
extended. It suggested that the substantial number of cases might have had subclinical history of nonfatal PTE. Also the
results suggested that an increasing rate of consulting doctors and accurate diagnosis of PTE at early stage of nonfatal
PTE might have prevented fatal thromboemboli.

The incidence of the preexisting symptoms has shown a significant difference between in-hospital patients (18.2%)
and those of outpatients (78.0%). The pathological features also revealed that most in-hospital patients have suffered
fatal PTE only by single attack. (JJpn Coll Angiol, 2004, 44: 241-246)
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