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Figurel Annual age-adjusted pulmonary embolism (PE)
deaths and mortality rates by gender, 1951-2000.
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Present Conditions and Problems of Diagnosis and T herapy
for Pulmonary Embolism

Masahito Sakuma, Osamu Okada, Mashio Nakamura, Norifumi Nakanishi,
Yoshiyuki Miyahara, Norikazu Yamada, Taekayuki Kuriyama, Takeyoshi Kunieda,
Tsuneaki Sugimoto, Takeshi Nakano, and Kunio Shirato
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Both vital statistics and clinical questionnaires have shown that the number of patients with pulmonary embolism
has increased. JaSPER studies have revealed that computed tomography has been performed much more frequently in
recent years. In addition, anticoagul ant therapy and inferior vena caval filters are being used more often. Nevertheless,
mortality has not improved in spite of progress in diagnosis and therapy. In some patients, aggressive therapy may be
needed. Examination of venous thrombosis has been carried out in only about 60% of patients with pulmonary embo-
lism. The diagnosis of deep vein thrombosis remains a problem in Japan. (J. Jpn. Coall. Angiol., 2003, 43: 207-209)
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